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Fees in Edmonton in 2020 
Every year since 2014, the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives (CCPA) has gathered information on 
child care fees in a number of Canada’s largest cities, including Edmonton. The latest report, which 
includes data from the fall of 2020, shows that fees for most programs serving children aged 5 years and 
under once again increased in Edmonton, continuing an overall trend of early learning and care (ELC) 
fees outpacing inflation in the city.1  

The CCPA report found that median fees for full-time ELC in Edmonton in 2020 were $1,050 for infants, 
$950 for toddlers, and $925 for preschool-age children.2 This is a one-year increase from 2019 of 3.6% 
for toddlers and 5.7% for preschool-age children, while infant fees saw a decrease of 2.3%. It is worth 
noting that this one-year increase for preschool-age spaces—the most common kind of spaces in 
Edmonton—was considerably higher than most of the other Canadian cities surveyed. It is also worth 
noting that while fees increased, median income among Edmonton’s families decreased in recent years.3 

When tracking fee trends, year-over-year results can be subject to some statistical variation, which is 
why it is also important to consider the longer-term picture.4 Figure 1 illustrates how ELC fees have 
increased since 2014 compared to inflation in Edmonton.5 Median monthly fees for all three age groups 
have outpaced inflation in Edmonton over this period, with the most significant increase coming for 
preschool-age children (an increase of 24.0% against an inflation rate of 9.8%). 

Figure 1: Percentage Increase in ELC Fees Compared to Inflation in Edmonton, 2014-2020 
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So, what does it actually mean for families that ELC fees have increased more than inflation since 2014? 
Table 1 shows the answer. If fees in Edmonton had increased at the inflation rate since 2014, families 
with young children would have paid considerably less for ELC than they actually did. For example, an 
Edmonton family with one preschool-age child in ELC in 2020 paid $106 more per month, or $1,272 more 
per year, than they would have had median fee increases matched the Edmonton inflation rate.  

Table 1: Monthly Inflation-Only Fees vs. Actual Fees ($), 2014-2020 

Age Group Inflation-Only Fee Actual Fee Difference 

Infant $988 $1,050 $62 

Toddler $928 $950 $22 

Preschool-age $819 $925 $106 

What Might the Future Hold for Fees in Edmonton? 
If recent trends are any guide, fees will continue to increase beyond the inflation rate, and will continue 
to stress the budgets of families with younger children in Edmonton. Unfortunately, the most recent CCPA 
report contains indications that 2021 might bring fee increases that are above and beyond even what 
Edmonton has experienced in the past. 

First, Edmonton, among all the cities surveyed in 2020, had the second highest difference between for-
profit and not-for-profit ELC fees, with for-profit programs coming in as 55% more expensive than not-
for-profits.6 The CCPA report suggested that the gap was due in part to low fees in Alberta’s ELCC 
($25/day) centres, all of which were not-for-profits. That gap likely will narrow in 2021 as the program 
ends and former ELCC centres raise their previously capped fees to make up for the loss in provincial 
government funding. This narrowing, of course, will come at the expense of Edmonton parents, as not-
for-profit fees go up and start to resemble Edmonton’s much higher for-profit rates. The report also 
showed that median fees are lower in cities in provinces that both provide substantial operational funding 
to ELC programs and cap ELC fees at set rates (that is, cities in provinces that have a large number of 
spaces in programs similar to Alberta’s ELCC centre program). Together these facts suggest that with the 
end of the ELCC centre program in Alberta, Edmonton will end up with considerably higher fees in 2021.   

Second, 6% of ELC programs in Edmonton reported increasing fees due to COVID-19.7 This may come as 
a relief, as earlier in the pandemic there were fears that mandated temporary closures and limited 
enrollment would force ELC programs to increase fees to stave off permanent closure. Federal and 
provincial supports for businesses may have allowed many programs to remain alive in 2020 without 
having to raise their fees. If these supports are reduced or cease in 2021, however, ELC programs in 
Edmonton may face a stark choice: increase fees (or cut costs) to survive—or close up shop entirely.8 

Edmonton ELC programs will likely need stronger supports to continue to provide access to high-quality 
ELC in 2021 without substantially increasing their fees. Federal government supports might be able to 
head this off, as might supports from the provincial government, if they are well-crafted, appropriately 
targeted, and consistently funded. In the absence of these supports, though, ELC fees in Edmonton will 
likely continue to rise 2021, continuing to place more financial pressure on families of younger children. 
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